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Summary

Objective

To examine the impact of integration of the Iranian Health Ministry and medical universities, which took
place in 1985, on ‘linking research to action’.

Study design

A qualitative study including 18 in-depth interviews and 10 focus group discussions with different
stakeholders ranging from researchers, policy makers and service providers in medical and non-medical
groups.

Methods

A thematic framework was used to identify various positive and negative aspects of the integration on
‘linking research to action’ to date.

Results

The positive influences on universities that have been established since integration and/or in the peripheral
provinces are more prominent. Distribution of health manpower in various parts of the country has almost

unanimously been stated as a positive aftermath. On the other hand, the negative influence most agreed
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upon was the deviation of larger universities from their main commitment of knowledge production, due to
overindulgence in service delivery.

Conclusions

Before making any decisions about changing the current structure of the health-research system, the
country’s national innovation system should be defined. This is because national research problems are not
confined to integration and health research, and cover more general aspects. Therefore, any change in
integration and health research should be considered secondary to the latter.

< | Previous Next | >

Keywords

Knowledge translation; Qualitative research; Innovation diffusion; Systems integration; Iran

Recommended articles

Cited by (27)

Policy options for strengthening evidence-informed health policy-making in Iran: overall SASHA
project findings
2022, Health Research Policy and Systems

Iranian faculty members’ metaphors of theinternationalization of medical sciences education
2022, Higher Education

Systematic review and policy dialogue to determine challenges in evidence-informed health

policy-making: findings of the SASHA study
2021, Health Research Policy and Systems

The impact of the Iran Health System Reform Plan on the psychological empowerment of

clinical faculty members
2021, Family Medicine and Primary Care Review

Review of published evidence on knowledge translation capacity, practice and support among

researchers and research institutions in low- And middle-income countries
2020, Health Research Policy and Systems

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0033350610001150 2/3



3/4/23, 9:07 PM ‘Linking research to action’ in Iran: Two decades after integration of the Health Ministry and the medical universities - ScienceDirect
A roadmap for strengthening evidence-informed health policy-making in Iran: Protocol for a

research programme
2019, Health Research Policy and Systems

A | View all citing articles on Scopus

View full text

Copyright © 2010 The Royal Society for Public Health. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

: 'ﬁ?‘?&’% Copyright © 2023 Elsevier B.V. or its licensors or contributors. & R E LXTM
wg\%‘ ScienceDirect® is a registered trademark of Elsevier B.V.

BEE)
R

ELSEVIER

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0033350610001150 3/3



